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Textbooks for the Teaching of English 
as a Foreign Language 


Book List No. 1 


This is the first of two lists of books on English language which 
are being prepared for the guidance of lecturers and teachers 
overseas. It is subdivided into four parts: (1) General, (2) Grammar 
and Composition, (3) Phonetics and Intonation, (4) Dictionaries. 
The second list, containing particulars of English Language courses, 
will be published as a supplement to a later issue of English Language 
Teaching. 

These lists are not exhaustive, and do not attempt to express any 
opinion on the relative merits of the books mentioned. It should 
also be noted that the lists have not been compiled by the British 
Council, and do not necessarily reflect the Council’s views. 


1.—GENERAL 


INTERIM REPORT ON VOCABULARY SELECTION. Faucett, Palmer, 
Thorndike, West (and others). viii + 506 pages. P. S. King, 
London, 1936. O/P. 

This is a general service list of about 2,000 head-words and 

derivatives, and the main collocations into which they enter. It was 

prepared by a committee of experienced teachers appointed by a 

conference held under the auspices of the Carnegie Foundation. 

The main work was done by Faucett, Palmer, West and Thorndike 

in America (1934); the lists were revised in London by Palmer, 

Thorndike and West. 

The list has been widely used in the preparation of simplified 
texts and as a guide to the vocabulary of English language courses. 


GENERAL SERVICE LIST OF ENGLISH WORDS. Compiled and edited by 
Michael West. 608 pages. Longmans, 1953. 50s. 

This is a new edition of the /nterim Report on Vocabulary noted 

above. Dr West has added information on the semantic frequencies. 

The result is that we now have information not only on which 

words are of most frequent occurrence but which meanings of a 

given word are of most frequency. The volume will be of value to 
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all course designers and should be consulted by teachers who wish 
to test whether a set of textbooks is, from the point of view of 
vocabulary, satisfactorily designed. There is a supplementary 
word-list for the writing of popular science and technology. 


THE SCIENTIFIC STUDY AND TEACHING OF LANGUAGES. H. E. Palmer. 
350 pages. Harrap, 1917. O/P. 

A comprehensive treatise, with chapters on the nature of language, ~ 

the principles of linguistic pedagogy, an ideal standard programme, 

and the functions of the teacher. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF LANGUAGE sTUDY. H. E. Palmer. 224 pages, 
Harrap, 1921. O/P. 

This is a less technical volume than the larger volume listed above 

and employs fewer technical terms. It contains a classification and 

codification of many of the ideas set out in the earlier volume. 


THIS LANGUAGE-LEARNING BUSINESS. H. E. Palmer and H. V. 
Redman. 219 pages. Harrap, 1932. O/P. 
This is written in the form of a racy conversation and exchange 


of lessons. It re-outlines Dr Palmer’s theories as modified by his 9! 


experience in Japan. An interesting collection of views on the 
meaning and purpose of language study is presented with instructive 
and entertaining comments. 


ORAL METHOD OF TEACHING LANGUAGES. H. E. Palmer. 134 pages. 

Heffer. O/P. 
This small volume was written in answer to a request for help with © 
the work of conducting a conversation course. For those who © 
want a practical handbook, furnished with complete documents | 
and instructions for teaching by the oral method, this is an excellent ~ 
book. 


THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH. Issued by the Incorporated Association ( 
of Assistant Masters in Secondary Schools. 202 pages. C.U.P., | 
1952. 12s. 6d. 

This is a study of the problems of teaching the Mother Tongue. 

It was written by a group of teachers and is concerned with the | 

teaching of English children in English secondary schools. This | 


does not mean that it has no value to teachers outside England. 4! 


It will be useful to teachers in all schools where English is the | 
medium of instruction, as in some of the British Colonies and 
Dominions, and even in schools where English is not the medium | 
of instruction teachers will find that this book contains many useful 
hints and suggestions. 
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Part One sets out the problems, aims and general principles. 
Part Two deals with practical work: Oral Work and Speech Training, 
the Writing of English, Grammar, the Appreciation and Com- 


q prehension of Prose, Drama. Part Three deals with Examinations, 
the School Library, Visual Aids, Gramophones and Radio. 
er. 
HOW TO TEACH A FOREIGN LANGUAGE. QO. Jespersen. 194 pages. 
ge, Unwin, 1904. 9s. 6d. 
ne, | This book is a classic and is probably already known to most 
language teachers. It is full of sound advice and should be in the 
library of every school in which English is taught as a foreign 
es, 4 language. 
)ve_ | THE ART OF TEACHING AND STUDYING FOREIGN LANGUAGES. F. Gouin. 
nd xxiii + 407 pages. Philip & Son, 1892. O/P. 
Gouin’s pioneer work is chiefly interesting to those who study the 
4 history of linguistic pedagogy. Gouin was one of the first to insist 
V. | that the use and meaning of words cannot be learnt from grammar 
book and dictionary, but only from the living context of complete 
nge |g sentences forming part of an organic whole. His series classification 
his is useful and still followed, even though the originator carried it 
the Jto extreme lengths. Modern work on vocabulary and structures 
ive has made Gouin’s work not wholly acceptable today. 
THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: PRINCIPLES 
zes. AND METHODS. I. Morris. viii + 136 pages. Macmillan, 1945. 
3s. 6d. 
vith J The author has had long experience in Palestine and has written 
vho |jacomplete course for young learners, English by Stages (Macmillan). 
snts J This is a useful book for those who teach young learners at an 
lent |} elementary level. Arguments for and against various methods are 
Jpresented fairly. There are chapters on vocabulary control, 
grammar, speech sounds, speaking, reading, writing, and translation. 
tion © 
.P., QENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE. E. V. Gatenby. 64 pages. 
} Longmans, 1944. 2s. 6d. 
gue. |i The book is addressed to “ non-English teachers” of English. It 
the fis full of advice of a practical nature and should be useful to British 
[his Jas well as non-British teachers. The author has had long experience 
ind. Jin Japan and Turkey and knows the problems that arise in the 
the Jclassroom. 
and | 
ium |}THE TEACHING OF ORAL ENGLISH. H. E. Palmer. 100 pages. 
eful | Longmans, 1940. 3s. 6d. 


This is a practical guide for teachers at the beginning stage. Each 
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of the fifteen chapters sets out, with examples, procedures for 
teaching a particular item or concept, such as ‘the Names of 
Objects’, ‘the Describing of Momentary Actions’, ‘Measure and 
Quantity’. 


THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH ABROAD. F. G. French. Part I, 122 pages. 


2s. 3d.; Part Il, 174 pages. 3s.; Part Ill, 188 pages. 3s. 9d. | 


0.U.P. 
These three books are designed to help the foreign teacher of 
English. They are related to the Oxford English Courses for Africa, 
Malaya, Mauritius, and Papua and New Guinea. 

Part One deals with aims and methods. There is a description 


— 


of the characteristic structure of English, an account of its sentence — 
patterns, a chapter on vocabulary selection, and suggestions for — 


dealing with Speech, Reading, Writing, Translation, and Grammar. | 


Part Two provides detailed suggestions for the techniques that — 
are best suited for the teaching of actual lessons, based on material 
from the first half of the Oxford English Course. Part Three does — 


the same for the later stages of the course. 


The books are full of practical advice and are well illustrated. | 


They can be useful to teachers using other courses. 


COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH. F. G. French. 132 pages. O.U.P. 6s. 
The sub-title of the book, ‘Their Cause, Prevention and Cure’, 


adequately describes the contents. The author first analyses the 
errors commonly made by foreign learners, points out what he 
considers to be the causes of these errors, and then suggests methods 
by which the errors may be eradicated. 


The chief recommendation is not the study of traditional or | 
formal grammar but systematic practice of the commonest patterns | 


and familiarization with the structural words. 
Teachers of English will find this a useful book. 


2.—GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION 


A GRAMMAR OF SPOKEN ENGLISH, ON A STRICTLY PHONETIC BASIS. © 


H. E. Palmer. 2nd Edition, revised by F. G. Blandford. 
Xxxviii +- 298 pages. Heffer. 12s. 6d. 


This is a thorough study of several aspects of English. Part One | 
deals with phonetics and intonation. Throughout the rest of the | 
book, all words and examples are printed in phonetic transcription. 
Isolated words are printed with stress marks and sentences with | 
tone symbols. The emphasis throughout is on spoken English, | 


this term being used to mean ‘that variety of English which is 
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generally used by educated people (more especially in the South of 
England) in the course of ordinary conversation or when writing 
letters to friends.’ The term ‘spoken English’ is, here, synonymous 
with ‘colloquial’, but not when ‘colloquial’ means ‘slangy’ or 
‘vulgar’. 

Part Two deals with the Parts of Speech, Part Three with Parts 
of the Sentence and Part Four with Logical Categories (e.g. time 
relations, possession, totality, negation). 

The book is intended to be used by foreign adult students of 
English and is particularly recommended to all teachers of spoken 
English. All the most useful grammatical categories are set out and 
illustrated and every ‘rule’ is illustrated with copious examples. 
Extensive use is made of substitution tables. 


7A MODERN ENGLISH GRAMMAR ON HISTORICAL PRINCIPLES. O. 


Jespersen. Part 1, Sounds and Spellings, 4th edition, 25s. Part 2, 
Syntax, /st vol., 3rd edition, 26s. Part 3, Syntax, 2nd vol., 25s. 
Part 4, Syntax, 3rd vol., 25s. Part 5, Syntax, 4th vol., 30s. 
Part 6, Morphology, 30s. Part 7, Syntax, 40s. Unwin. 
These seven volumes might have a place in college and university 
libraries, side by side with the thirteen volumes of the Oxford 
English Dictionary. They are full of interesting material for the 
research student. 


ESSENTIALS OF ENGLISH GRAMMAR. O. Jespersen. 387 pages. Unwin. 
(Ist edition, 1933; 9th imp.). Paper Cover, 9s. 6d. Cloth, 
12s. 6d. 

This is a book that admirably meets the needs of the teacher of 


4} English and the advanced student. (Only the specialist will need 
} the seven volumes of Jespersen’s Modern English Grammar.) The 


} author writes in his Preface: ‘It has been my endeavour in this 
] work to represent English Grammar not as a set of stiff dogmatic 


pretexts, according to which some things are correct and others 


absolutely wrong, but as something living and developing under 
] continual fluctuations and undulations, something that is founded 
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on the past and prepares the way for the future, something that 
is not always consistent and perfect, but progressive and perfectible 
—in one word, human.’ 


AN ADVANCED ENGLISH SYNTAX. C. T. Onions. 166 pages. Kegan 
Paul, Triibner & Co. (\st edition, 1904). O/P. 

This is one of the best short books on English syntax and it is 

unfortunate that it has been out of print for many years. The 

author’s connexion with the New Oxford Dictionary gave him 

unusual opportunities for research. The term ‘Advanced’ in the 
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title of the book should not deter students from consulting it. It 
will be found most useful by serious students of grammar. The 
author was one of the first grammarians to realize the importance 
of structures. 


NEW ENGLISH GRAMMAR. H. Sweet. Part 1 (Ist edition, 1892). 


524 pages. 12s. 6d. Part 2 (Ist edition, 1898), Syntax. 148 pages. 
8s. 6d. O.U.P. 


These two volumes are useful to teachers and advanced students. 


A GUIDE TO PATTERNS AND USAGE IN ENGLISH. A. S. Hornby. 261 

pages. O.U.P. 8s. 6d. 
This book for foreign students is a guide to the composition of | 
idiomatic English. Idiom is as much a matter of correct word | 
order as of wide vocabulary or knowledge of syntax; and in this | 
book Mr Hornby describes and tabulates the chief English sentence 
and phrase patterns, and sets down the numerous idiomatic ways | 
of expressing time-relations and other common concepts. 

The tables of Verb Patterns in Part I are an expanded version 
of those in the Introduction to The Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
of Current English of which Mr Hornby is chief editor. They follow | 
the same system of numbering. 


3.—PHONETICS AND INTONATION 


AN OUTLINE OF ENGLISH PHONETICS. Daniel Jones. New edition, 
entirely reset and revised, 1954. Heffer. Probable price 18s. 

This has been the standard work on the subject for many years. | 
It contains all the information that an advanced student of English | 
phonetics is likely to need. There are detailed descriptions of all 
the consonants, vowels and diphthongs, chapters on assimilation, © 
elision, length, rhythm, stress and intonation, very numerous 
illustrations and diagrams, and appendixes containing exercises. 


GENERAL PHONETICS. G. Noel-Armfield. xii + 187 pages. (Ist 
edition, 1915, 4th edition, revised and enlarged, 1931). Heffer. 
O/P. 

This is one of the early books on the subject. It was written chiefly 

for those whose mother tongue is English and who wish to learn | 

other languages. It has useful chapters on how certain difficult | 
non-English vowels and consonants may be acquired. 


ENGLISH PHONETICS. Walter Ripman. 246 pages. Dent. 4s. 
This is a revised version of The Sounds of Spoken English (1905 
and 1914). 
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It is more useful for the British student interested in speech 
training and dramatic art than for the foreign student of English. 


SPECIMENS OF ENGLISH. Walter Ripman. 238 pages. Dent. 4s. 3d. 
This is a companion volume to English Phonetics. 


THE PHONETICS OF ENGLISH. Ida C. Ward. xv + 235 pages. Heffer. 
Ts. 6d. 

This is an excellent introduction to the subject. It was written 

primarily for the use of teachers in Great Britain who might have 


6 4 to deal with indistinct or dialectical speech, but the thorough treat- 
ment of all aspects of English pronunciation makes the book a 
of | Valuable one for teachers of English in all parts of the world. The 
rd | book has a large number of useful diagrams and a chapter on 
iis J British and American English. There are specimens of dialect 
ce § speech as well as Received Pronunciation. There is a section on 
ys | intonation and with the phonetic transcriptions there are, in one 
chapter, separate lines that give a complete guide to intonation. 
on The alphabet used is that of the I.P.A. in a narrow form. 
ry 
a HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH INTONATION. L. E. Armstrong and I. C. 
Ward. 2nd edition. 124 pages. Heffer. 5s. 
This book provides a fuller treatment of the problems of intonation 
than is given in Miss Ward’s Phonetics of English. The transcription 
is a narrow one. There are orthographic texts of all the various 
yn, § examples of the various ‘tunes’ or tone patterns. 
rs, | THE PRONUNCIATION OF ENGLISH. Daniel Jones. 206 pages. C.U.P. 
ish 10s. 6d. 
all | This 1950 edition is a completely new version of the original 1909 
yn, |f edition. The book is intended primarily for those whose mother 
Jus | tongue is English. There are descriptions of geographical and class 
variants of the sounds of Received Pronunciation, including those of 
the main dialects and of English as used in America and the 
Ist Dominions. 
for. For those who want a smaller book than the author’s Outline 
] of English Phonetics this is an ideal book. There are explanations 
fly of assimilation, elision, stress and related phenomena, and thirty 
arn J pages of phonetic texts. 
ult | 
PRIMER OF SPOKEN ENGLISH. Henry Sweet. xii +97 pages. (Ist 
edition, 1890, 4th edition, revised, 1932.) O.U.P. 5s. 6d. 
Sweet was a pioneer and this book is chiefly of historical interest. 
905 | His phonetic transcription differs in minor respects from that now 


used by the I.P.A. but it is interesting to note that MacCarthy has 
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reverted to Sweet’s use of double letters for long vowel sounds in 
place of the length mark. 


EVERYDAY SENTENCES IN SPOKEN ENGLISH. WITH PHONETIC TRAN- 
SCRIPTION. H. E. Palmer, revised by F. G. Blandford. xv + 128 
pages. Heffer. 4s. 6d. 

The ‘everyday sentences’ of the title are sentences useful in such 

situations as introductions, thanking people, calling attention, 

reassuring people. The phonetic transcriptions have tone symbols. 


ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION: A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK FOR THE FOREIGN 

LEARNER. P. A. D. MacCarthy. 179 pages. Heffer. 6s. 
This book was written to help foreign learners of English and is 
valuable because it deals with the special difficulties of learners in 
various countries. The author has had wide experience of dealing 
with such difficulties and his suggested remedies are practical. 
There are excellent drills. The author has adopted double letters 
to show vowel length, as originally used by Sweet (e.g. ii for i: 
and uu for u:). Except for this the transcription is the broad form 
of the I.P.A. 

Three double-sided ten-inch records to illustrate the book are 
obtainable from the Linguaphone Institute, 207-209 Regent Street, 
London, W.1. 


ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION THROUGH QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. H. E. 
Palmer and F. G. Blandford. 119 pages. (Ist edition, 1928). 
Heffer. 3s. 6d. 

Ingeniously designed drills for practice in English sounds by means 

of groups of questions. The answers to each group require the use 

of words containing a specified vowel or consonant sound, or 
consonant cluster. (Spanish-speaking learners, who tend to say 

‘esport’ for ‘sport’, might be drilled in Exercise 77, answers to 

which require such words as sport, spade, speed and spite.) 


THE PHONEME, ITS NATURE AND USE. Daniel Jones. xvi + 268 pages. 
Heffer. 25s. 

In this book Dr Jones gives an account of the theory of phonemes 
in the form in which he has used it for many years and explains 
the practical use of that theory. The examples are from languages 
used in all parts of the world. The book is, therefore, for the 
advanced student of phonetics and is not concerned particularly 
with English. 


SOUND ADVICE FOR STUDENTS OF ENGLISH. ‘Liaison’. 32 pages. 
Longmans. O/P. 


This small book, with its punning title, is designed to help the 
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foreign student of English in his pronunciation. In the sound drills 
1,000 words are used, 243 of them illustrated. The words are not 
transcribed phonetically, though the phonetic symbol for the sound 
to be drilled in each exercise is given at the top of each page. The 
book is useful for the beginning stage or for corrective work later. 


WORD-STRESS AND SENTENCE-STRESS. J. C. Catford. 25 pages. The 

Orthological Institute. 1s. 6d. 

This is a supplement to ‘The Basic News’, 1950, and is intended as 
a guide for teachers of Basic English. 

Part One is a guide to word-stress and sentence-stress. Part 
Two is more theoretical. It deals with the nature of stress as a 
means to produce prominence. The author discusses the relation 
between stress and intonation and concludes that, for the average 
foreign student, intonation is comparatively unimportant. 


ENGLISH CONVERSATIONS IN SIMPLIFIED PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION. 
N. C. Scott. vi + 59 pages. Heffer. 2s. 

The conversations are in a natural, colloquial style and provide 

good models. The phonetic transcription is in the symbols of the 

1.P.A., broad system. 


A PHONETIC READER FOR FOREIGN LEARNERS OF ENGLISH. E. Leonard 
Tibbetts. 72 pages. Heffer. 3s. 
This book contains twenty-two texts. The phonetic texts occupy 
one half of the book, and the versions in ordinary spelling the 
other half. The transcription used is the broad style of the I.P.A. 
and the texts illustrate the narrative style of speech. 
The book is a useful companion to Scott’s English Conversations, 
which uses the same system of notation. 


THE SOUNDS OF ENGLISH SPEECH. (For African Students.) H. A. 

Harman. 179 pages. Longmans. 6s. 6d. 
The first edition was published in 1931. The book is based on 
lectures and class exercises given over a period of nine years to 
teachers and students in schools and training colleges in Nigeria 
and the Gold Coast. There are references throughout to the 
languages of West Africa but the book will be of interest to teachers 
in other areas. The transcription used is a narrow form of the 
alphabet of the I1.P.A. There are numerous diagrams and photo- 
graphs. 


OUR SPOKEN LANGUAGE. A. Lloyd-James. 176 pages. Nelson. 3s. 
This is a useful book for those who need an introduction to the 
sounds and tunes of English speech written in non-technical style. 
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The book was written primarily for British children and the material 
was used originally in broadcasts to schools during the years 
1926-34. Because the material was designed for children, the 
style is simple. No use is made of phonetic symbols. The book is, 
therefore, suitable for those who have no specialized knowledge. 
There is a companion volume of exercises (General Exercises to 
Our Spoken Language, 2s.) that can be used with the book. 


THE SPEAKING OF ENGLISH, A PHONETIC HANDBOOK FOR ARABIC- 
SPEAKING STUDENTS. G. F. Wear & D. L. Rankin. 88 pages. 
Longmans, 1940. 5s. 

The authors had long experience in the Egyptian Government 

Educational Service and are thus well qualified to deal with the 

problems of English pronunciation from the point of view of the 

Arabic-speaking student. The book deals systematically with all 

the vowels and consonants and compares and contrasts them with 

the Arabic sounds. There are tables and exercises for practice, 
chapters on stress and intonation, and numerous useful diagrams. 


ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION DRILL FOR ARABIC-SPEAKING STUDENTS. 
W. G. Bowman. 74 pages. Longmans, 1949. 1s. 8d. 
This is a collection of exercises for classroom use in which there 
is a minimum of technical apparatus and a very simple vocabulary. 
English and Arabic sounds are compared and contrasted, the 
Arabic words being taken from colloquial Egyptian and Iraqi 
Arabic. Phonetic symbols are used only at the head of the exercises 
to indicate the sound to be drilled. 


THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH INTONATION. Roger Kingdon. 27 pages. 
The British Council. 1s. 6d. 
This is a reprint in pamphlet form of four articles that appeared 
in English Language Teaching. Mr Kingdon analyses the problems 
of stress and intonation, discusses the relations between tone and 
stress, and sets out a clear system by which tone and stress may be 
indicated in print by the use of the I.P.A. tone indicators. 
The pamphlet deserves serious study by all who are interested in 
the complex problems of tone and stress. 


4,—DICTIONARIES 


THE NEW METHOD ENGLISH DICTIONARY. Michael West and J. G. 
Endicott. Illustrated. 350 pages. Longmans. 5s. 

This is designed as a first dictionary suitable for those who have 

completed four or five years’ study of English. Definitions are in 
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the simplest possible form and are composed within a definition 
vocabulary of 1,490 words. The meanings of 24,000 items (phrases 
as well as words) are given, and there are 300 illustrations. 

Pronunciation is indicated by a system of numerals for the vowel 
sounds and other simple devices for the consonant sounds where 
necessary. 


GENERAL BASIC ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 438 pages. Evans Bros. 5s. 
This gives definitions in Basic English of over 20,000 words. The 
definitions are accurate and comprehensive but would be more 
easily understood if illustrative phrases or sentences were added 
and if the various senses were numbered. Pronunciation is indicated 
by transcriptions in the symbols of the I.P.A., broad transcription. 


PROGRESSIVE ENGLISH DICTIONARY. A. S. Hornby and E. C. Parnwell. 
317 pages. O.U.P. 4s. 
This is the smallest and simplest of three dictionaries published 
by O.U.P. for those who are learning English as a foreign language. 
It deals with 8,500 headwords and their derivatives. It is designed 
as a first dictionary for the learner who has completed an elementary 
course. No indications are given for pronunciation but stress 
marks are given. There are 400 illustrations. 
The vocabulary is adequate for simplified texts but the learner 
who goes on to unsimplified texts will need a larger volume. 


ENGLISH-READER’S DICTIONARY. A. S. Hornby and E. C. Parnwell. 
517 pages. O.U.P. 6s. 9d. 

This is the second of three dictionaries published by O.U.P. for 
the foreign learner of English. It defines 11,000 headwords and 
their derivatives, 2,500 more than the Progressive English Dictionary. 
There is also a wider range of meanings, a useful supply of illus- 
trative phrases and sentences, and indications of usage. Pronuncia- 
tion is shown by transcriptions in the symbols of the I.P.A., broad 
system. 


THE ADVANCED LEARNER’S DICTIONARY OF CURRENT ENGLISH. 
A. S. Hornby, E. V. Gatenby and H. Wakefield. xxviii + 1,554 
pages. O.U.P. 18s. 

This is the largest of the three Oxford Dictionaries for the foreign 

learner. It deals with about 20,000 headwords and their derivatives 

and has 1,400 illustrations. 

This volume will be particularly useful to teachers who use the 
Direct-Oral method. Much attention is given to syntax and idiom, 
and the important entries are supplied with numerous illustrative 
phrases and sentences. Students who have reached School Certificate 
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Standard will find the volume useful for their work in composition. 


Pronunciation is shown by means of the broad transcription of 
the 1.P.A. 


AN EXPLAINING AND PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY OF SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNICAL WORDS. W. E. Flood and Michael West. 1,300 
illustrations. 405 pages. Longmans. 12s. 6d. 

This dictionary explains the meanings of ten thousand scientific 

and technical words in fifty subjects. The authors claim that the 

definitions should be clear even to a reader who has little knowledge 
of the subject for which the word is used. A definition vocabulary 
of two thousand words, likely to be known by all users, whether 
their mother tongue is or is not English, is used throughout. Cross- 
references are used, but are kept to a minimum. The diagrams 
and other illustrations are clear and very helpful. 


THE CHOICE OF worDs. V. H. Collins. 221 pages. Longmans. 
9s. 6d. 

This is a useful reference book. It is a guide to words that appear 

to be synonyms but which are not, of course, exact synonyms. 

The author lists 400 groups of words and discusses the different 
ways in which they are used. Specimens of such groups are /azy, 
idle, indolent and slothful; remember, recollect, recall and reminisce; 
tall, high and lofty. 

In addition to notes on differences of meaning there are indications 
of stylistic values. Many of the words are noted as being genteelisms, 
archaisms, officialese, journalese, formal, informal, colloquial or 
slang. Such indications should be particularly valuable to the 
foreign student of English. 


ENGLISH PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. P. A. D. MacCarthy. 113 

pages. Heffer. 3s. 6d. 
This is a companion volume to the author’s English Pronunciation 
and uses the same system of notation. It gives the pronunciation 
of about 12,000 words and 1,000 proper names. This is a vocabulary 
that is adequate for the needs of all foreign students of English 
with the possible exception of interpreters and broadcasters. It is 
an excellent reference book for those who need a pronouncing 
dictionary smaller, handier, and cheaper, than the standard work 
by Daniel Jones. 


ENGLISH PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY. D. Jones. (11th edition). 
520 pages. Dent. 12s. 6d. 

This standard reference book is so widely known that an account 

of its contents is unnecessary. The present edition is the eleventh, 
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pi 
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7 b 
1 of 
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al 
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and gives the pronunciation of 56,300 words, of which 13,927 are 
proper names. It is an essential book for all reference libraries and 
indispensable to teachers and advanced students. 


DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION WITH AMERICAN VARIANTS. 
H. E. Palmer, J. Victor Martin and F. G. Blandford. xlix + 
436 pages. Heffer. (|st edition, 1926). O/P. 

A useful reference bock, not so complete as the D. Jones Dictionary, 

but fuller than the MacCarthy Vocabulary. It uses the narrow form 

of I.P.A. notation. It will be useful to teachers and students who 
are interested in the differences between British and American 
pronunciation. 


BROADCAST ENGLISH. Edited by A. Lloyd-James for the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. (Issued 1935-39). O/P. 

Seven pamphlets giving the pronunciation of English, Scottish, 

Welsh and Northern Irish place-names and of British family names 

and titles. Originally intended for the guidance of BBC announcers, 

but useful for reference purposes. 
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A Manual of Advanced English 
for Foreign Students 


BERNARD BLACKSTONE 


This compendious handbook of English is designed to be 
used by fairly advanced students of the language in con- 
junction with a textbook rather than as a systematic 
course on its own. 


There are three main sections, of which the first deals 
with advanced syntax, while in the other two the reading 
and writing of English are presented in a way to stimulate 
an appreciation of the language as an instrument of thought 
and expression. The book is completed by a compre- 
hensive index, a chronological index of the prose and verse 
quotations, and a full guide to further reading. 
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The Use of Tenses 
in English 
JOHN MILLINGTON-WARD 


Written by an experienced practising teacher, this scholarly 
treatise on English tense-usage covers the whole of a field 
of idiom seldom presented clearly and satisfactorily to 
foreign students and teachers of English. 


The book is arranged in five parts : (1) a definition of 
the tenses and their construction; (2) an analysis and 
description of their use; (3) a close examination of the 
passive voice ; (4) a demonstration of the use of tenses 
in wishes ; and (¢) a detailed study of conditionals. The 
parts are subdivided into sections, each of which is 
followed by a set of exercises based on the tense just 
discussed. The exercises are followed by answers which 
not only give the correct form but explain why it is used. 


July, probably 6s. 
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